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Once again I have pleasure as President in presenting the following report to members outlining activities and achievements in respect to the year under review.

· the Association was once again well represented in a number of national events with Dylan Huxley being selected in the National Men's Squad (B '94) an outstanding achievement; a former athlete Stephen Cody made the National Men's Team for the Super Final of the FINA Men's World League held Nis, Serbia, July 2010 and the FINA Men's World Cup held Oradea Romania later that month again recognition very well deserved.

· the Association’s Summer Competition for the various "Age Groups" concluded on Saturday 19 December 2009 and congratulations to the following teams in winning their respective competitions, namely:

Girl’s 14 Years & Under: Wet Magic 5
d
Clarence 4
Boy’s 14 Years & Under: Clarence 7
d
Wet Magic 4
Girl’s 16 Years & Under: Clarence 4
d
Wet Magic 1

Boy’s 16 Years & Under: Wet Magic Black 8 
d
Clarence Red 4
Boy’s 18 Years & Under: Clarence Red 4
d
Clarence White 3 
Women: 
Sandy Bay 13
d
Wet Magic 7

Men:
Clarence Red 9
d
Wet Magic 7

· the following were recipients of the Most Valuable Player Awards in the Association's Summer Competition 2009, namely:

Girl’s 14 Years & Under:
Mimi Steele (Clarence)
Boy’s 14 Years & Under:
Sam Blackman (Wet Magic)
Girl’s 16 Years & Under:
Emma Newell (Clarence)

Boy’s 16 Years & Under:
Chris Cleary (Clarence White) &





Dylan Huxley (Wet Magic Black)

Boy’s 18 Years & Under:
Ned Whitehouse (Wet Magic)
Women:


Courtney Kink (Clarence)
Men:



Robbie McManus (Clarence Red)
· the Colleges, Schools and Junior Polo Competition again proved to be very successful  and was conducted during the period April 2010 – August 2010 with 58 teams and approximately 600 players participating; a very healthy College Competition with a total of 13 teams participating was conducted in both boys and girls with unquestionably the highlight being the "packed full-house" for the Grand Final of the Boy's Competition; congratulations to the following colleges and schools on winning their respective competitions, namely:
Schools
Grades 7/8
Boy’s
Friends Blue 10
d
McKillop 5


Girl’s
McKillop 8
d
Ogilvie G7 5


Grades 9/10 Boys
St Virgil's Lobsters 6
d
Friends 2


Girls
MacKillop 8
d
Mt Carmel G9 4

Colleges
 
Boys
Guilford Young 4
d
Hutchins Black 3



Girls
Guilford Young 6
d
Friends 5
the awarding of the Most Valuable Player Awards occurred for the second time for the Colleges, Schools and Junior Polo Competitions in addition to the Jo Cuthbert Memorial Trophy and congratulations are extended to the following:


College 


Boy's

Alex Hay (Hutchins)






Girl's

Ashley Collis (Elizabeth)








Georga Rogerson (Rosny)


Jo Cuthbert Memorial Trophy

Eleanor Smith (Friends)

High School's 


Grades 9/10 

Boy's

Jarrod Schlesinger-Hill (Friends)





Girl's

Katie Kube (St Mary's)

Grades 7/8 


Boy's

Sam Blackman (Friends Blue)





Girl's

Stella Salter (Ogilvie G7)

Junior Polo




Julian Hudson (Hutchins)

a special note of appreciation to Sue Saunders who very successfully co-ordinated and managed the conduct of the Colleges, Schools and Junior Polo Competition; Sue was once again very ably assisted by Bill Roach and Peter Kube.

· the Association was represented by the following teams in Australian Water Polo Inc's competition, namely:

2010 
National Club Championships
(Girl's – 14 Years & Under)

2010 
National Club Championships
(Boy's – 14 Years & Under)
2010 
National Club Championships
(Girl's – 16 Years & Under)

2010 
National Club Championships
(Boy's – 16 Years & Under)
congratulations to those who represented the state in these events and a particular thank you to those who took on the onerous roles of team manager and coaches of these teams, namely:


Girl's - 14 Years & Under

David Salter (Coach)







Vicky O’May (Manager)

Boy's - 14 years & Under
John Cody (Coach)







Konrad Blackman (Manager)


Girl's - 16 Years & Under 
Nat Symmons (Coach)







Karen Pollard (Manager)



Boy's - 16 years & Under
John Cody (Coach)

Amanda Jackson-White (Manager)


The TWPI Association even in light of the above has experienced difficulty in securing managers and coaches willing to commit to assist other teams and there is need for the new Board to address this issue so that the load can be shared more equitably.

The Association unanimously agreed to continue with the role of our paid Development Officer (part-time) for at least a further year; whilst a number of David Salter's activities may have fallen outside the confines of the role his activities have been a welcome resource to that of the Association from grant applications which I am pleased to report some of which have been quite successful, to the re-establishment of the Athlete Development Program (ADP) which has been extremely positive and very well received with enrolments now being accepted for the 2011 program, to the weekly ABC Radio report and whilst it can't be said that all the additional interest in our domestic competition can be attributed to David's role it certainly has been an underlying influence. 
Unquestionably the highlight was the very successful conduct of the National Club Championships (Boy's & Girl's - 16 Years & Under) held at the Hobart Aquatic Centre 28 September 2010 - 3 October 2010; a record entry of 44 teams (20 boy's and 24 girl's) which saw approximately 540 players and some 400 parents attend the event; great credit and an enormous work load fell upon David Salter our Executive Secretary who was ably assisted by Bill Roach, Brett Newell and a host of other volunteers too numerous to mention.

I would also like to acknowledge the great assistance provided by the management of the Hobart Aquatic Centre and staff and note in particular the support and co-operation of Steven Spinks Centre Manager and Iain Barr Project Officer for without their assistance the event could not have proceeded.

Thank you to all who contributed to the conduct of this excellent event and well done!
I have endeavoured to cover albeit briefly most of the Association’s activities and my apologies if something or someone has been overlooked.
Clearly the need for greater involvement of more people in the management of the sport is critical as currently it is still left to a “handful” (and on many occasions less) at best and until this is addressed the Association will continue to struggle.
The greater numbers in the Association's "Summer Competition" gives reason for optimism but it's about retaining these current players in the sport and building on same; the need to provide a pathway for players who wish to proceed and participate at the national level is vital for the health of our sport and clearly an issue that does need to be considered and addressed by the Association.

The debate relating to the night on which to conduct the Association's "Summer Competition" was not an issue this year and judging by the general response and numbers of players Friday night appears the accepted night for the Competition; it is I must say also dictated significantly by pool availability and financial considerations.

Whilst addressing the Association's Summer Competition the initiative to conduct the 14 & Under Boy's & Girl's Competition as a "Mixed Competition" again proved to be most successful.

Once again on behalf of the Association I would like to thank Steven Spinks Manager of the Hobart Aquatic Centre and his staff, in particular Iain Barr Projects Officer.

In closing it would be remiss for me not to make mention of the work done by David Salter as Executive Secretary; David has filled many roles in addition to his part-time position as Development Office and clearly has been the driving force behind the re-establishment of the very successful ADP.

I would also like to acknowledge the role played by Bill Roach who has been a stalwart of the Association over many years in varied and numerous positions - thank you Bill!

In acknowledging the roles and work done I would also like to again thank Sue Saunders for her co-ordination in particular of the Schools Competition as I for one know the time and effort involved in the successful conduct of this event.

Finally I wish to advise that I will not be seeking re-election for the position of President but wish the Association well in the future as it enters it's 52nd year and hope that all within the sport work cohesively together for the benefit of the sport as a whole.

John D Whitehouse

TWPI President

2 December 2010
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